his family by the kings of Bijapur, while
he considered that Shivaji's claim was
never recognised by any paramount powen
Although Chandra Rao received all the
messengers of Shivaji with every courtesy,
he refused to join him in his hostilities
against the Bijapur government. On the
contrary, he gave protection and assistance
to the Bijapur army under Baji Shamrajy
who was sent to surprise and capture
Shivaji. This afforded sufficient excuse for
Shivaji to act in open hostility against
Chandra Rao More.
Chandra Rao, who was said to be addict-
ed to intoxicating drugs and other vices,
became most unpopular with his brothers
and relations. Some of them being dis-
satisfied with him actually joined Shivaji,
who promised them help and support.
Chandra Rao carried on a secret correspond-
ence against Shivaji with the Bijapur govern-
ment and formed secret plans against
him. On one occasion, it is mentioned in * the
Mahabaleshwar, Account/ that he engaged
even the Guravs, worshippers of the Maha-
baleshwar temple, in his secret machi-
nations with Bijapur. Shivaji therefore
sought an interview with Chandra Rao to
give him sound advice, but was treacher-
ously taken captive by the latter and